PathwaytoPeace.net 1
The Kingdom Of God: A Small Seed With Big Results
Bible Sermon Study Notes: Pastor Sean Davis
Review On The Kingdom Of God/Heaven:
2 Phases
-The Kingdom Of Grace
-The Kingdom Of Glory
We have already saw that in the parables of Jesus when he mentioned the kingdom of heaven He was
breaking down the experience of God's grace upon the heart that we must have in order to enter the
kingdom of glory.
Romans 14:17
17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghost.
Luke 17:21
21 Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.
In the multitude that listened to Christ's teaching there were many Pharisees. These noted
contemptuously how few of His hearers acknowledged Him as the Messiah. And they questioned with
themselves how this unpretending teacher could exalt Israel to universal dominion. Without riches,
power, or honor, how was He to establish the new kingdom? Christ read their thoughts and answered
them: {COL 76.1}
Intro Text: Matthew 13:31
What makes the mustard seed so special? Matthew 13:32
Mustard seeds are the small round seeds of various mustard plants. The seeds are usually
about 1 to 2 millimetres (0.039 to 0.079 in) in diameter and may be colored from yellowish
white to black. They are important herbs in many regional foods and may come from one of
three different plants: black mustard (Brassica nigra), brown Indian mustard (B. juncea), or
white mustard (B. hirta/Sinapis alba).
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mustard_seed
Luke 13:18-19
18 Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God like? and whereunto shall I resemble it?
19 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew,
and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of it.
Mark 4:32
32 But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth out
great branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it.

PathwaytoPeace.net 2
Note: This is a very tiny seed, but it can grow into a great tree.
The Kingdom Of heaven as a little seed
In order to do the work of planting the seeds of gospel truth in the hearts of the
people(establishing the kingdom of grace) Jesus had to train workers in a practical way to do the
work that needed to be done:
Luke 6:13
13 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom
also he named apostles;
Luke 10:1
1 After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before
his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come.
What did it take for Christ followers to accept His teachings & follow Him?
Matthew 4:18-22
18 And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.
19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.
20 And they straightway left their nets, and followed him.
21 And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John
his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them.
22 And they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him.
Matthew 9:9
9 And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt
of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him.
Matthew 8:19-23
19 And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee whithersoever
thou goest.
20 And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the
Son of man hath not where to lay his head.
21 And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.
22 But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead.
23 And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him.
Did the disciples have a clear understanding of Christ's mission & kingdom? Did
forsake Him as a result?
Matthew 16:20-23
20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.
21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and be raised again the third day.
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22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall
not be unto thee.
23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto
me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.
Luke 9:44-45
44 Let these sayings sink down into your ears: for the Son of man shall be delivered into the
hands of men.
45 But they understood not this saying, and it was hid from them, that they perceived it not:
and they feared to ask him of that saying.
John 6:13-16, 24-29, 40, 47-52, 60-69
Because of the fact that even the 12 disciples had a false understanding of the
nature of Christ's mission still in their minds they did what during the crisis?
Mark 14:26-27
26 And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.
27 And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is
written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered.
Matthew 26:48-56
Not ONE was ready! They did not understand Christ's mission fully as they should and were
unconverted. The test came and revealed that the disciples were stony ground hearers
A Crisis is coming are you ready?
“The time is not far off when the people of God will be called upon to give their testimony
before the rulers of the earth. Not one in twenty has a realization of what rapid strides we are
making toward the great crisis in our history. The angels of God are holding the four winds,
and this leads many to cry, Peace and safety; but there is no time for vanity, for trifling, for
engaging the mind in unimportant matters. We must empty the soul temple of every
defilement, and let the Spirit of God take full possession of the heart, that the character may
be transformed.” {Review & Herald, April 26, 1892 par. 10}
How does bible prophecy describe the kingdoms of the world and Jesus?
Daniel 7(Also find in Daniel 2)
Lion with Eagle's Wings(Babylon (605 B.C -539 B.C)
Bear raised on one side with 3 ribs in his mouth (539 B.C -331 B.C)
Leopard with 4 heads and 4 wings( 331 B.C -168 B.C)
Dreadful beast with iron teeth and 10 horns (168 B.C -476 A.D)
Notice that all these kingdoms(Daniel 7:17, 23) are described as predator like beast, and even dreadful
looking. All of them battled each other for dominance and supremacy, to establish their empires.
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Jesus' animal depiction in bible prophecy
Revelation 5:6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in
the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes,
which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.
Revelation 12:11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their
testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.
A lamb is a animal of prey, not a predator. It is very peaceful. So is Christ! He did not come to
overthrow governments but to establish peace by implanting the seed(the word of God) in the
hearts of men, transforming lives and saving men from their sins.
Earthly governments prevail by physical force; they maintain their dominion by war; but the
founder of the new kingdom is the Prince of Peace. The Holy Spirit represents worldly
kingdoms under the symbol of fierce beasts of prey; but Christ is "the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world." John 1:29. In His plan of government there is no
employment of brute force to compel the conscience. The Jews looked for the kingdom of God
to be established in the same way as the kingdoms of the world. To promote righteousness
they resorted to external measures. They devised methods and plans. But Christ implants a
principle. By implanting truth and righteousness, He counterworks error and sin. {COL 77.1}
We cannot go by numbers!
Matthew 7:13-14
13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:
14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be
that find it.
So the kingdom of Christ in its beginning seemed humble and insignificant. Compared with
earthly kingdoms it appeared to be the least of all. By the rulers of this world Christ's claim to
be a king was ridiculed. Yet in the mighty truths committed to His followers the kingdom of
the gospel possessed a divine life. And how rapid was its growth, how widespread its
influence! When Christ spoke this parable, there were only a few Galilean peasants to
represent the new kingdom. Their poverty, the fewness of their numbers, were urged over and
over again as a reason why men should not connect themselves with these simple-minded
fishermen who followed Jesus. But the mustard seed was to grow and spread forth its
branches throughout the world. When the earthly kingdoms whose glory then filled the hearts
of men should perish, the kingdom of Christ would remain, a mighty and far-reaching power.
{COL 77.2}
Not only is the growth of Christ's kingdom illustrated by the parable of the mustard seed, but
in every stage of its growth the experience represented in the parable is repeated. For His
church in every generation God has a special truth and a special work. The truth that is hid
from the worldly wise and prudent is revealed to the child-like and humble. It calls for self-
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sacrifice. It has battles to fight and victories to win. At the outset its advocates are few. By the
great men of the world and by a world-conforming church, they are opposed and despised.
{COL 78.2}
The Seed Planted
1. The Kingdom Of Heaven

The movement of Jesus started off small but how will it end? Revelation 14:6-14
Revelation 7:9
9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations,
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed
with white robes, and palms in their hands;
Psalms 22:27
27 All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: and all the kindreds of
the nations shall worship before thee.
Zechariah 2:11
11 And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people: and I
will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto
thee.
And in this last generation the parable of the mustard seed is to reach a signal and triumphant
fulfillment. The little seed will become a tree. The last message of warning and mercy is to go
to "every nation and kindred and tongue" (Revelation 14:6-14), "to take out of them a people
for His name" (Acts 15:14; Revelation 18:1). And the earth shall be lightened with His glory.
{COL 79.3}
In comparison with the millions of the world, God's people will be, as they have ever been, a
little flock; but if they stand for the truth as revealed in His word, God will be their refuge.
They stand under the broad shield of Omnipotence. God is always a majority. When the sound
of the last trump shall penetrate the prison house of the dead, and the righteous shall come
forth with triumph, exclaiming, "O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?" (1
Corinthians 15:55)--standing then with God, with Christ, with the angels, and with the loyal
and true of all ages, the children of God will be far in the majority. {AA 590.1}
Do you want to be apart of this? What must we do to be apart of this
What else does this tiny mustard seed growing into a big tree represent?
Luke 8:11
11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.
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The foundation of Christ teaching and the kingdom of heaven(spiritual/grace) is the word of God.
God's word(without using worldly methods) must be used in bringing people to Christ. Though the
results may appear small at first they will be lasting.
John 15:19
19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world,
but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.
Matthew 17:18-20, Luke 17:5-6
Faith is defined how? Hebrews 11:1-3, 4-8
FAITH=Forsaking All I Trust Him
Faith is obtained how? Romans 10:17
Note: The mustard seed represents the experience of faith which is made possible from hearing God's
word, which is also represented as the seed.
The Seed Planted
1. The Kingdom Of Heaven
2.
3.

Experience Of Faith
God's Word

How can I hear the word that brings about the experience of faith? Romans 10:14-15
So the work of grace in the heart is small in its beginning. A word is spoken, a ray of light is
shed into the soul, an influence is exerted that is the beginning of the new life; and who can
measure its results? {COL 78.1}
How can I experience the power of the gospel? Romans 1:16-17
Hebrews 10:38-39
38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure
in him.
39 But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the
saving of the soul.
John 3:16
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
What does it really mean to believe? What does it look like?
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John 12:35-36
35 Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest
darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth.
36 While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake
Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them.
Hebrews 11:8
8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive
for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.
Romans 10:16
16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?
James 2:14-20
14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can
faith save him?
15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,
16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding
ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?
17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.
18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy
works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.
19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.
20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?
Luke 11:28
28 But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it.
Luke 8:21
21 And he answered and said unto them, My mother and my brethren are these which hear
the word of God, and do it.

Revelation 22:14
14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of
life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.
Faith requires action! If you do your part what will God do? Luke 8:43-48
Philippians 2:12-13
12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
As we do our part in being obedient to God's word, trusting and obeying Him then God will work in us
and through us, God will bring about the increase. As we day by day trust in God and obey Him our
faith will grow stronger and stronger, going from a little seed into a big tree!
In doing God's work I must also have faith!
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Matthew 17:20
20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have
faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder
place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.
What does this mountain represent?
Mark 11:23-24
23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed,
and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those
things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.
24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye
receive them, and ye shall have them.
Zechariah 4:1-9
In rebuilding the house of the Lord, Zerubbabel had labored in the face of manifold
difficulties. From the beginning, adversaries had "weakened the hands of the people of Judah,
and troubled them in building," "and made them to cease by force and power." Ezr_4:4;
Ezr_4:23. But the Lord had interposed in behalf of the builders, and now He spoke through
His prophet to Zerubbabel, saying, "Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou
shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying,
Grace, grace unto it." Zec_4:7. {PK 594.2}
Throughout the history of God's people great mountains of difficulty, apparently
insurmountable, have loomed up before those who were trying to carry out the purposes of
Heaven. Such obstacles are permitted by the Lord as a test of faith. When we are hedged about
on every side, this is the time above all others to trust in God and in the power of His Spirit.
The exercise of a living faith means an increase of spiritual strength and the development of
an unfaltering trust. It is thus that the soul becomes a conquering power. Before the demand
of faith, the obstacles placed by Satan across the pathway of the Christian will disappear; for
the powers of heaven will come to his aid. "Nothing shall be impossible unto you." Mat_17:20.
{PK 594.3}
The way of the world is to begin with pomp and boasting. God's way is to make the day of
small things the beginning of the glorious triumph of truth and righteousness. {PK 595.1}
Who will God use in these last days to get the truth out to a dying world?
1 Corinthians 2:2-5
2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.
4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power:
5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.
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The great leaders of religious thought in this generation sound the praises and build the
monuments of those who planted the seed of truth centuries ago. Do not many turn from this
work to trample down the growth springing from the same seed today? The old cry is
repeated, "We know that God spake unto Moses; as for this fellow [Christ in the messenger He
sends], we know not from whence he is." John 9:29. As in earlier ages, the special truths for
this time are found, not with the ecclesiastical authorities, but with men and women who are
not too learned or too wise to believe the word of God. {COL 79.1}
“As the time comes for it to be given with greatest power, the Lord will work through humble
instruments,
instruments leading the minds of those who consecrate themselves to His service. The
laborers will be qualified rather by the unction of His Spirit than by the training of literary
institutions.
institutions Men of faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy zeal, declaring
the words which God gives them.” {GC 606.2}

